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Levels of Questioning
When students are asked to analyze or examine a source they can derive a better understanding of the source if they look at it from various levels and connect with it in a meaningful way. These levels of questioning are meant as an explicit reminder of best practices that most teachers use daily.  They have been designated in a particular way in order to clarify and codify points for sharing and better understanding.

These levels are loosely based on Bloom’s taxonomy; categories in the “cognitive domain.”
Level One Questioning (Details)
· These questions should be designed to enable students to look closely at the material for details. They are factually based and should allow students to easily answer and begin the exercise of questioning. While they are often looked on as “easy” questions, they are necessary to provide a successful comfort level both with the item to be examined and with the notion of answering questions as an activity. 

· Key words for these types of questions are; what, where, when, who, how many, describe, identify, notice, tell, list, find, recall, outline, examine, inspect, compile
· Examples of these questions include(but are not limited to); 

· What is this? What is it made of?

· Who made it? (if a maker is designated)
· What color (size…shape…texture…dimension…) is it?

· List some (#) details you notice.

· How many parts does it have? What are they?
· When was it made? (if a date is designated)
· Where did it come from? (if a place of origin is designated)
Level Two Questioning (Inference)
· These questions require a bit more speculation and inference based on background knowledge, either from the student’s general background or from direct instruction either within or apart from this specific lesson. Questions of this type predispose the beginning of a connection between the student and both the material and a broader subject within wider scope of this particular social studies lesson. For students with special needs, organizers and/or word banks can be helpful to allow them to recall material which may not yet be embedded.

· Key Words; explain, interpret, predict, summarize, demonstrate, organize, show, why, how, relate, compare, discuss, categorize, contrast, which, analyze, relate, determine, evaluate, decide, identify, classify, match, what do you think…, 
· Examples;

· What do you think this is used for?

· Why is it like this?

· How does it work?

· Compare _______________ to _____________.

· Which is the best? Explain your answer.

· Organize this information to best show_____________.

Level Three Questioning (Application)

· These questions ask students to look at the “big picture” of a particular unit to relate their analysis of a document or artifact to an overall trend or event in history. Typically there are fewer of these questions asked of students in the course of a lesson, and they require use of the two lower forms of questioning to support students’ understanding of the topic as a whole. Because they are higher level and more abstract questions, it may take students more wait time to respond to them, and students with special needs or more concrete understanding may have a harder time. Ultimately these can be the most   important questions with which students grapple. They should not be omitted. They show that students are beginning to “think historically.”
· Key Words; how, synthesize, explain, relate, analyze, elaborate, propose, predict, determine, justify, give evidence to support your answer, conclude, evaluate, interpret, judge, decide, defend, assess, value, appraise, prove, choose, identify the motive for…, formulate, prioritize
· Examples; 

· How does this relate to what we are studying in social studies?

· What is your opinion of…? Why?

· How could you determine…?

· What evidence would you use to defend the actions of…?

· What does this tell you about…?

· How do you know…? How would you show your understanding of…?
· What choice would you have made concerning…?

· How would you prioritize…? Why?
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